The CmicM Hifierie of 

Many that have at times made monecome. 

Therefore he hates me. 

Soi. i am fare the Duke will never erant 
This forfeiture to hold. 

*Ant. The Duke cannot deny the conrfe of haws 

For the Commodity thatftrangcrs have 
With ns in Venice, \t it be dcnyed. 

Will much impeach the jufticc of the ftate. 

Since thatthe Trade and Profit of the Citie 
ConfillethofallNationsw Therefore go, 

T hefc griefes and lofles hath fo bated me 
That 1 (hall hardly fpare a pound of flclh 
To morrow,to my bloudy Creditor. 

Well IayIoron,pray God Snfnnio come 

To fee me pay bis debt, and then I care not, S^emu 

Enter Portia, Nerrifla,Loren2o,Jcffica,W4 

w<*»«>/’Portia*s. 

Ler, Madam,aIthoiighirpeakitinyoarprefcacc, 

Y ou have a noble and a true conceit 
Of gold-like amide, which appeares moft firongly 
In bearing thus the abfence of your Lord. 

But if you knew to whom you flaew this honour. 

How true a Gentleman you fend rcliefc. 

How deerc a Lover of my Lord your husband. 

I know you would be prouder of the workc 
Then cuftomary bounty can enforce you. *' 

V7 <loinggood. 

Nor ihall not now : for in companions 

That do converle and wafl the time together, 

Whofc foulesdofbcarean equall yoke of love 
There muft be needs a l&e pro^rtion * 

Of lyniamcnts,of manncrs,and offpirit ; 

Which makes methiake that this 
Being the bolbme Lover of my Lord 
Muft needs be like my Lord. Ifit be fo. 

How little is the cdft I faavehe^wed 
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the LMtrchantefVemeel 

In ourchafiog the fcmblance of my foule ; 

From out the ftate of hcllifc cmelty : 

This comes too nccre the ptaifing of my fcife. 

Therefore no more of it . hcere other things 
Itrcnh I commit into your hands, 

1 he husbandry and mannage of my houfe, 

Untill my Lords rcturnc : for mine own part 
I have toward heaven breath'd a fecret vow. 

To live in prayer and contemplation, 

Onely attended by Nerrijfa here, 

Uotill her husband and my Lords returne. 

There w a Monaftery two miles off. 

And there we will abide. I do delire yon 
Not to deny this impofition, 

Tfea which my Love,and fomc necelHty 
Now layes upon me. 

Loren. Madame,with all roy heart, 

1 Ihall obey you in all faire commands. 

per, M people do already know my mindj 
And will acknowledge ycamSlefiea 
In i^aee of Lord 'Bafanio and my felfe. 

So fare vou well till we (hall meet again. 
i«r. Faire thoughts and happy honresattend on you. 

I wifh your Ladifhip all hearts content. 

’Per* I thank you for y onr wifh,and am well plcafa 
To wiih it back on you : fste you well JeJ^ca, E xemt. 
Now Bnlthaferyis I have ever found thee boneft true. 
So let me find thee Hill : take this fame letter. 

And ufe tbouall.tb’endevour of a man, _ 

In fpecd to Mnnt/oay{cc thou render this 
Into my coufins hand Do^or Belnrhy 
And look what notes and garments he doth give thee. 
B ing them I pray thee with imagin’d fpeed 
Unto the Trancd.to the common Ferry ^ 

Which Tiades to Venice j wafte no time in word 
But gr t thee gone,l Ihall be there before thee, 

BfilthM. Madam J go with all convenient fpeed. 

Por\ Come on have woiJw 




